MAKING A SPLASH

Wynn Macau's fountain show has quickly become the Chinese peninsula’s star attraction.
BY E.C. GLADSTONE PHOTOGRAPHS BY BARBARA KRAFT

aking the impossible happen” is for most people just a cliche, but

WET Design, the international firm that created the spectacular

Fountains of the Performance Lake at Wynn Macau, makes what

might otherwise seem impossible happen every day. “We're

always pushing the boundaries,” WET Design founder/CEO Mark
Fuller says. “We don't dream outside the boundaries of what's doable. It may be
tough to do, it may be something that's never been done before, but we dream at
the edge of what can be done.”

WET Design (short for Water Entertainment Technology) is probably best
known for its enviable work creating the water feature for Steve Wynn at Bellagio,
which became a centerpiece of the Strip and world-renowned attraction when it
premiered in 1998. For Wynn Macau, Wynn chose to work with WET Design again—
but, like every project he envisions, the mogul wanted to raise the bar ever higher.
“Steve is great about doing the right thing in the right place,” Fuller says.

Similar to the previous effort but more compact, Wynn Macau's three-million-
liter (800,000-gallon) performance lake coordinates more than 200 water shooters
powered by compressed air and “Oarsmen”—underwater robots—though the new
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A table at |l Teatro affords a stunning
view of Wynn's Performance Lake.

Wynn Macau's three-million-liter (800,000-gallon) performance lake coordinates more than
200 water shooters powered by compressed air and “Oarsmen’—underwater robots.

versions are significantly more sophisticated than those at Bellagio.

And while that hotel's feature is larger (its recently revamped jets actually
shoot up to 500 feet high, though Macau's easily can reach six stories), the latest
Wynn spectacle boasts other unique facets. Inspired by the fascination with fire
that permeates Chinese culture, Wynn Macau'’s lake features seven underwater
fireball shooters that project huge columns of flames and then disappear.

“So we mixed the beauty and the grace of the Oarsmen with these outra-
geously in-your-face fireballs,” Fuller says, almost giggling. “And then we threw
color in,"—1,000 individual lights, actually—"something we studiously avoided at
Bellagio.”

As on that project, the movement of water was designed by a number
of famous choreographers to coordinate with music, here a broad range of
offerings from Western pop, classical, musical-theater and Asian sources. As
Steve Wynn holds a special place in his heart for Frank Sinatra, “Luck Be a Lady”




Wv N N M ACA U The stunning Fountains of the
Performance Lake at Wynn Macau
reach up to 200 meters high and

are illuminated by special lights
and synchronized with music.

“The end result is a beautiful ballet, with the water dancing in
perfect harmony with the music.”

is a prominent number, mixed with more whimsical pieces such as “Be Our Guest” fltnihi e “Beauty and the Beast” ML) “Be Our Guest” BY
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The new wave in water shows
The Performance Lake at Wynn Macau also employs the computer program WS SR 5 XTI
Virtual WET, which WET Design specially developed for its work with Wynn. “It RT3
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which is what we did in Macau this summer. So when you see the real water, it's a FFo [Rlbk, ST LA SR () 1’ WAV S, BEE, BAILAER
little different. You can watch the people laugh or cry, feel the spray on your face, W CGEMIBAVEASFEE TG RIT) W J.L 7K rJIH 5 56/ i
tweak it, change it, until everyone is just thrilled with the final result. It's kind of like MRl ARHEELIZARAR S, AT A 'J\Ihi” RSB B, HR
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WET Design’s in-house team has worked with talents such as movie director "J\tr'\‘%” AT R N E B VS H“4'“(1‘.1[?” A f‘, f”“’lH'{] 2 lT‘N‘i H/e
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Romijn, who produced a documentary, Wet Dreams, about the Bellagio fountains. W UL o BB i B AEBE T B AR E ) “‘/" '/ri
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Fuller admits it seems he was born to do this work. Growing up in Salt Lake

City, Utah, he was fascinated with water, ice and snow from an early age. After his father
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